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¢ WHAT IS PROYEKDEKOLONIAL? 
¢ SAFE SPACE 
Ta e i e ¢ POSITIONALITY 
of Co nte nt e WHAT WE DON’T TALK ABOUT WHEN WE 


TALK ABOUT PALESTINE 


e DISCUSSION 


4 OBJECTIVE 


Promoting safe space, brave 
space, and accountable spaces 
for community, collective and 
network. 


Decolonize alltime 
stories and knowledge 
we have so far. 


Promoting 
praxis methods 
for “Knowledge” 

production. 


Radical re-imagining and re- 
design of “knowledge” 
production and “education”. 


a network of practitioners, researchers, 
educators, organizations, activists and 
artists, as well as all people with diverse 
identities, who are committed to 
decolonization work and anti-colonial 
praxis. 


embodies collective work and practices to 
encourage knowledge spaces on 
decolonization and anti-colonial praxis. 


(=) proyekdekolonial@proton.me 


@proyekdekolonial 


GR proyek.dekolonial@univer.se 
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Unsettling Teach-in is a collaborative learning forum driven 
by the Decolonial Project to discuss complex current 
socio-political-cultural issues with a decolonization 
framework. This framework includes fundamental ways of 


TEAGH a || thinking in decolonization, such as (1) Shifting the 
geography of reasons; (2) Prioritizing subjectivity; (3) 


Critical border thinking. 


The praxis methods adopted are unsettling methods, which aim to stimulate dialogue between individuals, 
communities, and methods, with the process of ‘unsettling assumptions. This dialog encourages critical 
reflection and questioning of conventional norms. 


The sessions in the unsettling teach-in will facilitate open conversations about reflective practice and explore 
alternative ways of constructing, producing or reproducing knowledge. The aim is to break the dominance of 
existing narratives and empower marginalized voices, in line with decolonizing principles that promote inclusive 
and equitable educational environments. 


This collaborative learning forum rejects the restriction of discussion within a rigid academic framework. 
Teaching within this framework is practical, participatory and action-oriented, with the aim of shaking up colonial 
structures and empowering marginalized voices. 
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Bincang di Udara is a space initiated by ProyekDekolonial 
to connect individuals, collectives and communities. This 
space uses technology and digital mediums. 


One of the objectives is that individuals, collectives and 
e communities can share, tell stories and perhaps carry out 
Oy Udara certain praxis. They not only share their knowledge 

experiences so that others can ‘walk-a-mile immersion, 
but also explore the possibility of access to open 


knowledge spaces for decolonization and anti-colonial 
praxis. 


Bincans 


ProyekDekolonial on Palestine 
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A Toolkit for 
Navigating Collective, 
Political and 
Historical Grief 
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e BRIEF HISTORY OF PALESTINE (PRE-1948) 


What we don’t talk about when e WHAT IS ZIONISM ABOUT? 
we talk about Palestine o EARLY CONCEPTS AND DEFINITION 


t o ZIONISM AS A SETTLER-COLONIALISM 


o ITS TIES WITH EUROPEAN POWERS 
e THE PALESTINE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 


TODAY... 
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Brief History of 
Palestine (Pre-1948) 


e For over 400 years, Palestine was ruled under Ottoman Empire 

e What's important to note is that Palestinians who were varied in beliefs had a stable relationship 
between each other. The Sunni Muslim majority during Ottoman rule lived peacefully alongside Christian 
and Jewish People 
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1732 map from Kitab-1 cihannuma 
[Constantinople], 1732, by Katip 
Celebi (1609-1657). 


In Ottoman Turkish (Arabic script), 
printed by Ibrahim Miuteferrika. 


Brief History of Palestine (Pre-1948) 


dol glg> WLS yo 121732 dim) og05 dbyyd dypall 
ABLoiS)l gail dale Josiliwh egudgall (eIlall 8y910) 
ABLai3)l 425,HL aby cdl (1657-1609) Gale CSS ay 
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Foreign Office, 
November 2nd, 1917. 


Balfour 
ee 
In 

NL 


United Kingdom Government 
signed by Arthur Balfour - 
British Library. 


Dear Lord Rothschild, 
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on 
behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following 
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations 
which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet 


His Majesty's Government view with favour the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to 


facilitate the achievement of this object, it being 


Clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the 
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any 


Originally published 9 
November 1917 


other country" 


I should be grateful if you would bring this 
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation. 


I signed 


hey 


this letter 


Arthur Balfour 


Walter Rothschilg 


Brief History of Palestine 


European 
colonial powers 


British Empire French 
Palestine & Transjordan Syria & Lebanon 


Yet after the fall of the Ottoman Empire in the 1st WW, European 
colonial powers under the banner of the League of Nations 
established mandates that would divide the Levant region. 
Palestine and Transjordan would be under the British Empire, 
while Syria and Lebanon under French rule. 


A set of policies under the British Empire would kick-off a series 
of events that lead up to the expulsion of Palestinian people out of 
their own land, and paved the way to the creation of a Zionist 
settler-colonial state. 
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Theodor Herzl at | i | oe Ge, | ‘a ; 
the First Zionist | a - . A —WODERNEY-OMING OER JUDENEKBE. 
Congress in Basel a ee BE, 
on 25.8.1897. 


_—_ 


Der Judenstaat. 
1896 


pamphlet written by 
Theodor Herzl and 
published in February 
1896 in Leipzig and 
Vienna by M. 


royek 
dekdionial 


So what is 
Zionism ? 


e Zionism emerged out of Europe, presenting itself as an ideology and movement that would attempt to 
solve a problem that was commonly known in 19th century Europe as “the Jewish Question’. 

e Participated by many, including thinkers like Karl Marx and Bruno Bauer, the Jewish question itself was a 
wide-ranging debate that happened all over the European continent, particularly centering on the 
problem of anti-semitism in Europe, the treatment of Jewish people, and Jewish Emancipation. It is very 
much important to note that Zionism is one of many ideological responses to that issue, one which 
happen to be very problematic. 
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Zionism as 
settier-colonialism 


e What makes Zionism different from other 


attempts to answer the Jewish Question was 
the pursuit of establishing a Jewish nation- 
state through settler-colonialism. 


e Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern 


Zionism, conceived it as a movement akin to 
19th century colonial expansion, in which 
European powers expanded their territories 
to places like the African continent. 


e Herzl’s framework mirrored the colonial 


ideologies of that time, in which European 
powers pictured themselves as the “highest 
stage of civilization” and the creation of the 
“Other” that is savage/barbaric. 

Thus, Herzl and Zionist movement created an 
elaborate strategic plan to establish a 
Jewish state in the Palestinian territory. This 


framework would include making 
instruments that are vital for colonization, 
from administrative and financial 


organizations (Sayegh, 1965) 

True to the imagination of colonizers, the 
Zionist movement envision’ Palestinian 
territory as a empty “desert” that would 
“bloom” under the control of the Zionist 
regime 
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Zionism as 
settier-colonialism 


e In this case, Zionists’ way of building a 


national consciousness was also similar to 
the conception of Nationalism of many 
European countries at that time. A national 
identity not based on historical facts but the 
creation of a certain myth and invention of 
national tradition (Masalha, 2009) 


e It is unique in the sense that it tries to gain 


national consciousness (secular European 
Jewish communities) among its people 
through the expulsion of other people 
(Palestinians) from their land. 

As such, Zionism is foremost a Settler- 
Colonialist project. It does not only rely from 
the extraction of labour and land from their 
people, it actively tries to eliminate 
Palestinians from their own land. It carries 
the tendency that Patrick Wolfe (2006) calls 
the “logic of elimination’. 
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| A JEWISH,STATE 


AN ATTEMPT AT A MODERN SOLUTION 
OF THE JEWISH QUESTION 


| ae 
THEODOR HERZL, LL.D. 
If.v-] 464 


Via D'AVIGDOR, 
WITH SPECIAL PREFACE AND NOTES BY 
JACOR DE HAAS 
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Price 25 cents 


NEW YORK 
FEDERATION OF AMERICAN ZIONISTS 
1917 “ 


©) READ MORE 


Heieany 
028 579 Huh a 


1897, August—First Zionist ‘Congress held, at which the national 


platform was adopted: 


-“The aim of Zionism is to create for the Jewish people a 

publicly legally assured home in Palestine. 

“In order to attain this the Congress adopts the following 
means : 

(1) To promote the settlement in Palestine of Jewish agri- 
culturists, handicraftsmen, industrialists and those fol- 
lowing professions. 

(2) The centralization of the entire Jewish people by means 
of general institutions, agreeably to the laws of the land. 

(3) To strengthen Jewish sentiments and national self-con- 
sciousness. 

(4) To obtain the sanction of governments to the carrying 
out of the objects of Zionism.” 


Excerpt from the first Zionist Congress in Basel, 1897 
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Some of them are more controversial in genocide studies than others. 


In a kind of 
realization that took place half a century later, one- time deputy- mayor of West 


' ' a @ ™ an i ac a 


Herzl quoted by Wolfe in “Settler Colonialism and the 
Elimination of the Native p.388 


— 


Journal of Genocide Research (2006), 3(4), a Routledge 
December, 387-409 prey ein: 


Settler colonialism and the elimination 
of the native 


PATRICK WOLFE 


(>) READ MORE 


Excerpts from 


A JEWISH STATE 
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founding Zionist texts 


pay. A rivulet cannot even be navigated by boats, the river into 
which it flows carries fine iron vessels. — 
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Zionists ties with 
European Powers 


e The strong relation between the Zionist movement and European powers did not only manifest 
ideologically, but also materialistically. The Zionist organisation lobbied to gain British imperial support, 
and the British gave them more power over administrative and economic control (Pappe, 2008) 

e Thus it culminated in the Balfour Declaration in 1917, in which the British suddenly declared that 
Palestine would be a “national home for the Jewish people’. It is important to note that the declaration 
was not done with the approval of Palestinian people 

e This gave paved the way for the popularisation of Zionism, pushing mass settling of European Jewish 
population into Palestine. 
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Nakba 1948 


e The Zionist settler-colonialist state was fully established in May 1948, through the mass expulsion and 
unrelenting violence towards the Palestinian people. 
e Nakba, for the Palestinians, means “catastrophe”, as they were brutally dispossessed out of their own 
land. This also come as an erasure of their identity in the eyes of many, as Elias Sanbar have said 
That year, a country and its people disappeared from maps and dictionaries [...] ‘The 
Palestinian people does not exist,’ said the new masters, and henceforth the Palestinians 
would be referred to by general, conveniently vague terms as either ‘refugees,’ or in the 


case of a small minority that had managed to escape the generalized expulsion, ‘Israeli 
Arabs,’ a long absence was beginning” (Sanbar in Masalha, 2009) 
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An illustration of the dispossession of Palestinian territory over the years. From the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 to the current genocide and military aggression by Israel 
since 2023. 


Through a critical lens, a brief overview 
of Palestine show that there is a need 
for us to counter historical myths, 
“narratives” that serve the people in 
power and normalize the conditions of 
those who are brutally oppressed and 
dispossessed. 
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Thus, decolonization of Palestine 
constitutes not only an immediate 
and permanent ceasefire, but 
giving Palestinians full rights to 
return to their own land. 


Decolonization, not as a metaphor, but as the “repatriation of 
Indigenous life and land” (Tuck and Yang, 2012) 
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Pro-Palestine Encampment in Berlin, 2024 Protests in Sorbonne, 2024 Student Occupation in Columbia, 2024 


The Palestine 
Solidarity 
Movement 


Cal Poly Humboldt Encampment, 2024 Indonesia March for Palestine, 2023 


today... 


Pro-Palestine Protests in Japan, 2023 Protest in London, 2023 
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Pro Palestinian Movements all over the world... 


rT i / 
Source: Instagram/@amal_tvv 


a 


Source: Instagram/@btnewsroom Source: Instagram/@eye.on.palestine 
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Pro Palestinian Movements all over the world... 


Source: Instagram/@wearthepeace Source: Instagram/@wearthepeace Source: Instagram/@ottawapym Source: Instagram/leannemohamad Source: Instagram/@rosypirani 
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The Palestine Solidarity Movement today... 


“We show our solidarity with the student 
encampment at the University of Bonn! 
Against their repression and against 
supporting the genocide of the Palestinian 
people, whether diplomatically, 
economically or in particular through arms 
deliveries! For a ceasefire, an end to the 
occupation policy and a peaceful and free 
Palestine!” 


& May 


2024 


Germany 


Source: Instagram/@sdajbonn 
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The Palestine Solidarity Movement today... 


26 April 


2024 


Forbes 


BREAKING 
NEWS 


Germany 
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OCTOBER 18, 2023 


BERLIN POLICE BREAK UP PRO-PALESTINIAN RALLY INWAKE 82nits: 
OF GAZA'S AL-AHLI BAPTIST HOSPITAL BLAST OnNEWS 


~ «Germany 


pve 
dekolonial The Palestine Solidarity Movement today... 


Transcript: 
“Assalamualaikum. Where are you from?” 


“Lam from Palestine” 


“God has blessed you. So you are from 
Palestine. With our souls, with our blood 


Indonesian pilot greets we sacrifice for you, Al Aqsa.” 
Palestinian passenger on 
plane. 


“Insya Allah” 


Tiktok: @mahmoud_abdallall 


Indonesia 
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Gilad Erdan (Israel’s UN ambassador): 
“The chants of pro-Palestinian rioters on 
campuses are Calls for Israel’s 
destruction. We always knew that 
Hamas hides in schools, we just didn’t 
realise that it’s not only schools in Gaza, 
it’s also Harvard, Columbia, and many 
elite universities.” 


The response of Israel’s UN Ambassador regarding the Pro-Palestine 
student protests in US Campuses. 


> 


Source: Instagram/@middleeasteye 
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Shulamit Aloni: “Well it’s a trick we 
always use it, when in Europe 
somebody is criticizing Israel, then 
we bring up the holocaust. When 
in this country people are 
criticizing well, then they are anti- 
Semitic.” 

Aloni was a board member of Yesh Din, an organisation 
founded in 2005 which focuses on human rights in the 
occupied Palestinian territories. She defended U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter's use of the word "apartheid" in the 
title of his book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. Later, 


Aloni said, "| hate to cover up things that should be open to 
the sun." 


Former Israeli Government Minister Shulamit 
Aloni on Democracy Now | Democracy Now! 
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llan Pappe: “The Zionists original 
impulse was to create a European 
Jewish state on the rulings of 
Palestine. And until 1948, zionist 
leadership showed very little 
interest in the Jewish communties 
in the Arab World. ” 


Israeli Historian Dr. Ilan Pappe talking about the position of 
Arab Jews before and after the 1948 Nakba. and how the 
Zionists felt the need to “de-arabized” the Arab Jews from all 
over the region 


The Zionist project is coming to an end, with Ilan 
Pappé | The Electronic Intifada 
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A reflection on the West Bank by Anthropologist David Graeber 
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In the face of an active genocide of 
Palestinians in Gaza, alongside escalating 
military operation in the West Bank, we need 
to use the platforms and resources we have 
to explore various actions of solidarity for 
the Palestinian people. 
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This ts a time to reflect upon who 
we are and what we can do. 


Not only as “Germans” or “Indonesians”, but maybe you also identify as artists, 
activists, feminists, anarchists, marxists, anthropology students, filmmaker, 
Muslims, Christians, Jewish etc. 
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The point is that our multiple subjectivities 

could become a starting point for us to find 

ways of showing anti-colonial/anti-imperial 
solidarity with Palestinians. 
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Words Matter 


ethnic cleansing 


clashes tensions ; - 
ethnische Sauberung 


yeaa Israeli Occupation Force 
Israeli Detsiise Force Israelische Besatzungstruppe 


national liberation struggle 


state-sanctioned terrorism Nationaler Befreiungskamp 


Israel’s righi to self-defense Staatlich sanktionierter 


Terrorismus _. ne 
Palestinians living in the 


occupied land of ‘48 


Separation barrier apartheid wall Aras isr2elis Palastinenser, die im 1948 
Apartheidmauer besetzten Land leben 


forced expulsion/disposession 


eviction } 
Zwangsvertreibung terrorism 


resistance 
Widerstand 


settler colonialism 


real-esiste dispute ' ae 
Siedlerkolonialismus res 


Martyrer 
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yang dirampas 
tapi tak akan pegat 


what was seized, but will not cease 


a poem by kinanti munggareni 


solall) Giwlall Gaddl Jed 


Ada yang menangis tadi pagi, 
dengan darah di sekujur 
tubuhnya 

perut yang lapar 

di atas puing, tanpa Kasur dan 
bantal 

dan kesedihan yang tak ku kenal 
namanya 


sementara aku masih 
mengenakan daster 
ditemani anjing yang kedinginan 


setiap malam 

Kabar tentang mereka yang air 
matanya jatuh 

datang seperti badai di 
kKhatulistiwa 


lantas aku mengingat moyangku, 
sambil bercermin 


kucongkel mataku 

yang buram, dari lumpur yang 
pernah merendam mereka di 
tanah ini pada masa lalu 


kucongkel mataku 

yang buram dan dibutakan 
oleh segepok emas yang 
dilempar jauh dari utara 


ada yang menangis tadi pagi 
dengan kesedihan yang tak 
pernah aku tahu namanya 


aku kuyup 

memeluk mereka yang 
menangis 

meski kaki dan tanganku masih 
terikat 
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yang dirampas 


tapi tak akan pegat 


what was seized, but will not cease 


a poem by kinanti munggareni 


solos! Gila! Kaul Joy 


: for the Palestinians 


someone wept this morning, 
with blood streaming down their 
body starved, 

on piles of ruins 

no bed, no pillow, 

anguish from a name | know not 


while | still wear my pajamas, 
along side my shivering 
companion. 


every night, 

stories about those who weep 
rushed like the khatulistiwa 
storm drifting across the skies 


Thus | recall para /eluhur, 
as | gaze into the mirror 


| wipe my eyes, 

clouded, from the mud that 
once submerged them in this 
very land 


| wipe my eyes, 

sightless, 

by the heap of gold cast far 
from the north 


someone wept this morning, 
with duka from a name | Know 
not 


| am soaked, 
embracing those who weep, 
though my limbs remain bound 
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